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Dalai Lama recognizes San Jose community organizer
as one of world’s 49 ‘Unsung Heroes’ for 2009
Steve Preminger is director of Working Partnerships’ Union Community Resources program
SAN JOSE, Calif. (Monday, April 27, 2009) – Steve Preminger, a long-time Bay Area community organizer and the director of Working Partnerships USA’s (WPUSA) Union Community Resources program, was honored Sunday, April 26, along with 48 other individuals from around the world as “Unsung Heroes of Compassion 2009” by His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

“This recognition is well deserved,” said Cindy Chavez, WPUSA’s executive director. “Steve has touched the lives of hundreds and hundreds of families in need, and we are all grateful for the respect and attention he has shown to each person.”

The awards were presented by Wisdom in Action – a San Francisco nonprofit dedicated to increasing awareness of the importance of compassion in action – for the third time since their establishment in 2001.  The honorees, 25 women and 24 men, ranged in age from 12 to 77 and represent 13 countries and a variety religions and backgrounds.

“These individuals have been selected as representatives of the tens of thousands of people worldwide who quietly serve the disenfranchised and work to improve our communities through their personal efforts,” said event chair Dick Grace, founder of Grace Family Vineyards and board chair of Wisdom in Action, the organization hosting the unique celebration. “We don’t see them or hear about them in the daily news, but they exemplify a humanism and heroism to which we must each aspire.”

Preminger, 60, a native of Oakland, has been UCR director since 2000, assisting union members and their families in times of hardship or crisis.  He is also chair of the Santa Clara County Democratic Party.  Preminger began his career in 1975 with the City of Palo Alto as a customer services representative.  Moving quickly up the leadership structure of the Service Employees International Union Local 715, he served as the political director for the union during most of the 1980s. Following that work, he joined the South Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council and for most of the 1990s served as the United Way labor liaison and the Community Services director of the Labor Council.  In 2000, when the United Way made the program an independent agency, the Union Community Resources program became part of Working Partnerships.
“If we could all commit to helping one other person by reaching out our hand to him or her, we could have a profound impact,” Preminger said.

Working Partnerships USA is a public policy and research institute in San Jose that builds partnerships with community groups, labor unions and faith-based organizations to improve the lives of working families in Silicon Valley. 
