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Five City Councilmembers unveil budget proposal
developed with community participation
SAN JOSE – Five San Jose City Councilmembers presented a multi-issue Budget Document to the Mayor and City Manager on Thursday that represents both a model for the City budget and a standard for how to involve the community in setting the City’s financial and service priorities. 
“We’re very pleased with the ideas in this proposal and the way it reflects the spirit of people across San Jose working together,” said Clark Williams, spokesman for the Community Budget Working Group (CBWG). “We want to thank these Councilmembers for their serious consideration and inclusion of our work.” The CBWG held a series of three public meetings beginning last winter to elicit budget ideas from a broad range of San Jose residents in person and via online streaming.
The $11 million proposal by Councilmembers Nora Campos, Kansen Chu, Ash Kalra, Madison Nguyen and Nancy Pyle preserves services that residents want and need, and it avoids layoffs to the greatest possible extent. Non-sworn City workers would be asked to pay for almost 40 percent of the cost through adjustments to their union contracts. 
Among revenue ideas developed by the Community Budget Working Group were freeing several encumbered funds in the budget and using Redevelopment Agency money to pay for police services in Redevelopment Areas.
The proposal preserves these vital City services that were targeted for elimination or cuts:
· Park rangers
· Current operating hours at all City libraries
· Police Department’s Mounted Unit
· Six Satellite and Neighborhood Community Centers
· General Code Enforcement, Crime Prevention, Police Patrol, Traffic Calming, Risk Administration, Worker’s Comp enforcement and Arts Grants.

In addition to the Community Budget Working Group, convened by Working Partnerships USA, the Councilmembers’ proposal was drawn from the work of labor, neighborhood groups, the arts community and others in response to the city’s budget crisis. 
“This proposal uses available money for the right things, and it makes the right response when asking valuable City workers for sacrifices – it offers them concrete examples of services that can be saved,” said Bob Brownstein, WPUSA’s policy and research director, who assisted the Community Budget Working Group.

•

Under the direction of a Steering Committee composed of diverse leaders, the 2009 Community Budget Working Group has opened up the City of San Jose budget process to the full range of public participation.  Working Partnerships USA, group facilitator, is a public policy and research institute in San Jose that builds partnerships with community groups, labor unions, and faith-based organizations to improve the lives of working families in Silicon Valley. 
