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Annual Labor in the Pulpits program grows

in face of increasing struggles by working people

60,000-plus will hear justice for workers message over Labor Day weekend
SAN JOSE – In a year when the economy remains in deep recession and there is increasing pressure to limit workers’ freedom to organize in their own interests, the Interfaith Council on Religion, Race, Economic and Social Justice will mount a massive outreach effort to Silicon Valley faith congregations over the Labor Day weekend.

The 11th annual Labor in the Pulpits program will speak to more than 60,000 worshipers during 165 Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu and Unitarian services Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 4-6.

“The Labor in the Pulpits program honors the historic partnership between organized labor and the faith community and our shared message of hope and justice,” said Ron Lind of the United Food and Commercial Workers Union, president of the South Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council board.

“This is by far our largest effort, and it represents a growing consensus among the faithful of many religious traditions that those who labor to support themselves are not respected or treated fairly in the workplace,” said the Council’s director, the Rev. Rebecca Kuiken, a Presbyterian clergywoman. 
The Council has had notable success in the past year calling public attention to the plight of low-paid hotel workers in Santa Clara County with pledges of support from two national Christian denominations.

The most significant aspect of the religious consensus around worker justice came in July when Pope Benedict XVI published what some U.S. Catholic theologians are calling a “blockbuster encyclical,” Caritas in veritate (charity in truth). It addressed the world economic crisis and said that a healthy economy depends on workers receiving a sustainable wage, reliable health benefits and a safe environment in which to perform their jobs.
“Trade union organizations experience greater difficulty in carrying out their task of representing the interests of workers, partly because Governments, for reasons of economic utility, often limit the freedom or the negotiating capacity of labor unions,” the pope wrote. “The repeated calls issued within the Church’s social doctrine … for the promotion of workers’ associations that can defend their rights must therefore be honored today even more than in the past.”
Speakers participating in the Labor in the Pulpits program include religious and labor leaders as well as workers who will address audiences in English, Spanish and Vietnamese at 50 places of worship in the South Bay. 

Interviews before or after services with Rev. Kuiken and other participants may be arranged by contacting Aimee Nichols by email at aimee@atwork.org or by phone at (570) 269-0778.

The Interfaith Council is an association of more than 400 clergy and laity who address the crisis of working poverty and provide a moral framework for public dialogue on issues of social justice.
Working Partnerships USA builds partnerships with community groups, labor unions and faith-based organizations to improve the lives of working families in Silicon Valley.

